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Foreword 


_ The story of education in the Ontario 


Hospital Schools dates back to 1873 
with the opening of the Orillia Hospital 
on the west shore of Lake Couchiching. 


~ Since then, educational programs for 


exceptional children have grown steadily 


_ with curricula especially designed to 


meet their needs. Since April, 1966, the 


_ Ontario Department of Education has 


provided educational programs for 
children, including the mentally, physi- 
cally, socially and emotionally excep- 
tional, in special classes within Ontario 
Department of Health hospital facilities. 


The challenge to public education dic- 
tates a continuing modification and 
expansion ot programs to meet the needs 
of all children. An optimum learning 
environment for each child is his rightful 
heritage. This is the goal. 
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Aims and Objectives 


The objectives and aims toward which 
educators work in the Ontario Hospital 
Schools are basically the same as those 
for normal children in a regular Public 
School. School programs are suited to 


- the individual needs of the mentally re- 


tarded children so that they may develop 
to the maximum of their capabilities: 


intellectually, physically and socially. 


The emphasis of the school program 
includes training for educable and train- 
able mentally retarded children. 


Curriculum 


The curriculum is functionally oriented, 
related to the child’s experience and 
geared to his capacity so that he will be 
equipped to live in the environment in 
which he will find himself. He is encour- 
aged “‘to enrich his potential for living” 
so that the possibilities for future rehabil- 
itation in the community are enhanced. 
The child is the important person in all 
programs planned at the Ontario Hos- 
pital Schools. 


In classes for Educable Mentally Retarded 
Children, instruction in Language De- 
velopment, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Music, Arts and Crafts, Physical 
Education, Home Economics and Manual 
Arts Training is given. This training, it is 


hoped, will enable the student to acquire 
the skills needed in order for him to 
become a self-supporting member of 
society. 


In classes for Trainable Retarded Children, 
the program is basically one of social- 
ization, language development and 
independence skills. Children must learn 
to get along with one another, to com- 
municate and to take care of their own 
physical needs. The training received 
will better equip these people to take 
their places in society whether it be in 
the home, the hospital or in sheltered 
workshop employment. 
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Assessment and Programming 


_ The unique feature of the program 


offered to each child is the assessment 


_ and programming provided by a profes- 
_ sional team. Physicians, psychologists, 


pediatricians, social workers and 


_ educators work together to provide the 


mentally retarded child with thorough 


_ diagnostic assessment and appropriate 


instruction. 


As well as providing classes for educable 
and trainable retarded children, special 
classroom instruction is provided for 


children who are multiply handicapped. 


Classes for the emotionally disturbed, 
physically handicapped, hearing im- 
paired, visually impaired, and autistic 
are stafted by trained professionals. 


How well the mentally retarded child 
will perform depends largely upon what 
is expected of him and we must design a 
program suited to the child’s needs rather 
than attempt to force him into a pre- 
conceived program. 


Orillia 


In 1873 the Ontario Hospital School 
was established on the west shore of 
Lake Couchiching. 


From this date on the hospital gradually 
grew and by 1928 it housed 1400 resi- 
dents. A staff of four physicians, one 
school principal, twelve teachers and 
seven trade instructors operated the total 
program at that time. 


Today, both accommodation and hos- 
pital staff of the Hospital School have 
largely increased and presently the prin- 
cipal has 31 teachers providing new hope 
for the retarded through academic ed- 
ucation, social training and vocational 
instruction. 


Smiths Falls 


The staff of the Rideau Regional Hospital 
School have been able to transform the 
institution into a happy little community. 
Yet the School’s ultimate aim is to pre- 
pare as many students as possible for 
useful employment outside the institution. 


In classes for emotionally disturbed, 
physically handicapped, hard of hearing, 
industrial arts, home economics, arts and 
crafts, physical education as well as home 
room classes for educable and trainable 
retarded children, a program is provided 
to meet the needs of handicapped 
children. 


Cedar Springs 


Situated on the shores of Lake Erie, this 
Hospital School enjoys the benefits of 
a rural setting where the air is fresh and 
the environment is inviting for teachers 
and students alike. 


An important feature of this setting is the 
facilities which have been provided for 
outdoor physical education. Several 
baseball diamonds, a cinder track, tennis 
courts and playground equipment pro- 
vide quality facilities for an outdoor 
program the year round. 


Classes for those with limited vision and 
adult groups over the age of 18 who 
require a vocational type training for 
purposes of future job placement and 
rehabilitation are being established. This 
pilot project is an experimental effort 
attempting to meet the needs of a limited 
number of older educable students who 
are able to benefit from such a program. 


In co-operation with Department of 
Health administration, an educational 
program is being planned for each child 
in the institution commensurate with 
his needs and abilities. 


London 


Children’s Psychiatric Research Institute 
The educational program at cpri differs 
from the hospital schools in that the 
emphasis is on educational assessment. 
Out-patients are assessed both clinically, 
and educationally and after a short term 
stay are placed in appropriate commu- 
nity educational settings. For those 
requiring a long stay at this hospital, a 
school program is provided by a well 


qualified staff and educational consultants 


who assist in educational assessment and 
pupil rehabilitation in the community. 


As cprt has evolved, numbers of emo- 
tionally disturbed and brain damaged 
children have become residents and are 
being programmed for through the 
services offered by a school team: physi- 
cians, psychologists, social workers and 
educators. The students’ physical, social, 
emotional and educational needs are 
considered in this continuum of 
treatment. 


Palmerston 


The Midwestern Regional Children’s 
Centre is one of the newest of the 
facilities for mentally retarded children, 
providing a bright and cheery atmo- 
sphere for all patients. The centre serves 
the counties of Bruce, Grey, Dufferin, 
Wellington, Waterloo, Huron and Perth 
and admits patients trom this area be- 
tween the ages of six and sixteen who are 
ambulatory. The institution is small in 
size (240 beds) when compared to some 
other hospital schools but many up-to- 
date provisions have been provided for 
care and education. 


Education and training may fit the chil- 
dren to live in the community in a semi- 
protective environment, able to con- 
tribute something to society. There will 
however, be those who require care for 
the rest of their lives in the institution. 
The aim is to train them to the limit of 
their capacity and provide them with as 
rewarding a life as possible. 


Midwestern Regional Children’s Centre 
is filling the role of both a school anda 
hospital and is becoming an integral 
part of the community. 


Port Arthur 


The school program at the Ontario 
Hospital at Port Arthur is relatively small 
with most of the children eligible for 
classes being Trainable Retarded. 


Several aspects of the program make it 
rather unique for a small school. Through 
the co-operation of the Department of 
Health, Occupational Therapy areas in 
the kitchens, library, ceramics, and sew- 
ing rooms are being made available to 

the school for instructional purposes. 


School children are taken bowling and 
skating. Birthday parties are held for 
them with instructions in etiquette. 
Excursions are provided for the children 
to local stores, circus, banks, etc. Many 
of the benefits enjoyed by children in 
the regular public schools are being 
provided for the children in the institu- 
tion as well. 


Toronto Mental Retardation Centre 


The Mental Retardation Centre is a 
diagnostic, assessment and guidance 
clinic to serve individuals of all ages who 
are mentally retarded or suspected of 
being mentally retarded. 


The Centre is primarily an out-patient 
service to families with retarded children. 
Some residential placements are made, 

as well, where an extended period of 
assessment is required. Professional teams 


co-operate in providing a comprehensive 
diagnosis of each child. Physicians, social 
workers, psychologists, and teachers 
collaborate to determine the remedial 
measures necessary for treatment and 
education. 


The teacher reviews the child’s past 
school records and does the educational 
assessment. She interprets the observa- 
tions of the staff to school authorities and 
provides teaching programs for the 
children in residence. 


Educational Programs inOntario Hospital Schools 


All of the educational programs are The Schools for Retarded Children 

under the direction of qualified principals | Section of the Department of Education 

who have training and experience in is responsible for the administration of 

Special Education. the Hospital Schools’ educational 
programs. 

Teachers at the Ontario Hospital Schools 

have qualifications and experience in The co-operation of the dedicated staffs 

Special Education or in teaching Train- _of the Departments of Health and 

able Retarded Children. Education is providing new hope for a 


brighter and more meaningful future for 
mentally handicapped children. 


Ontario Hospital Schools 


Administrator—Mr. F. J. Reynolds 
School Inspector—Mr. G. D. Bergman 


School Principal Hospital Superintendent 

Ontario Hospital School Mr. T.A. Mangoff Dr. F.C. Jones (deceased—July, 1967) 
PO Box 1000 

Orillia, Ontario 

Rideau Regional Hospital School Mrs. M. Barber Dr. H.F. Frank 

PO Box 2000 


Smiths Falls, Ontario 


Ontario Hospital School Mr. S. Gragg Dro. Ralph 
Cedar Springs, Ontario 


Children’s Psychiatric Research Institute Mr. G. Fryer Dr. B. Goldberg 
PO Box 2460 
London, Ontario 


Midwestern Regional Children’s Centre = Mr. N. Onyschuk Dr. G. Graham 
POiBex 330 
Palmerston, Ontario 


Ontario Hospital School Mr. R. Oliver Dr. G.Cakerter 
Box 930 

Port Arthur, Ontario 

Mental Retardation Centre Mrs. F. Stimson Dr. S.J. Koegler 
2 Surrey Place (Supervisor) 


Toronto 5, Ontario 


Department of Education Department of Health 
Assistant Deputy Minister Executive Director 

Mr. L. M. Johnston, Dr. H. W. Henderson 
Provincial Schools and Mental Health Division 
Further Education 


Mental Retardation Branch 
Dr. D. E. Zarfas 
Director 
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